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We hope you and your child find this simplified summary guide useful. 

We have taken some examples of learning that we would typically expect 

a child in Year 5 to demonstrate if they are achieving at an age 

appropriate level by the end of the year.  

 

This guide is not a complete summary or test of all learning in any area 

and it should be expected that every child is an individual and learns at 

varying rates at different times with individual challenges and strengths 

in all areas of learning. This guide should help you as parents understand 

what a child in Year 5 will typically read, write and calculate 

independently. If your child seems confident in these areas, or you would 

like to know how to support your child, please do speak to your child’s 

teacher. 
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Accelerated reader uses ZPD’s (Zone of Proximal Development) to give a difficulty range of 
books that your child can pick from. They are tested each term to give them a new ZPD and 
the following are expected ranges that your child should be in for their year group: 
 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Suggested ZPD 0.5 - 3.0 2.0 - 4.0 2.5 - 5.0 3.0 – 5.0 3.0 – 6.0 
Below are a few sentences that Year 5 children should be able to read by the end of the year 
independently: 

Taken from: Middleworld by JP Voekel       Taken from: Viking Boy by Tony Bradmad 

       

By the end of the year, a Year 5 child should be answering this sort of question about what 
they have read: 
Explain 
Do you think the reader is supposed to like Kensuke? 

 

Predict            Vocabulary 
Predict what you think might happen in this book and why.   Find the meaning of the words using a dictionary and 

then put the words into your own sentence. 

  

Reading 
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Below are some examples of age expected Year 5 writing from our children. You can see 

how their handwriting, spelling and sentence structure is developing: 

 

 

 

Below are just some of the words that Year 5 children would usually be able to spell correctly 

and independently if learning at an age expected level: 

ambitious abundancy incredible deceive  

guest/guessed although co-ordinate compliment 

 

  

Writing 
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Year 5 children study a wide range of topics in Maths but the examples show just some of 

the understanding we would like to see a Year 5 child able to demonstrate by the end of the 

year: 

 

 

  

Mathematics 
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Children spend every day learning across a broad range of curriculum subjects, more 

information of which you can find on our websites, in our weekly briefings or by asking to 

speak to a member of staff. 

 

 

The Lightyear Federation, believe there are also key Life Skills that play an equally important 

role in child development and we have prioritised these for the children of Greatstone 

Primary School and Repton Manor Primary School as part of their school experience.  

 

 

Some of the areas below are taught explicitly, but also many are taught by yourselves as 

families or through day-to-day school life. It may be that children learn these skills through 

school experiences, friendships, life events or from their communities. We recognise the 

importance of these areas on a child’s overall development and we know that they can often 

be as crucial as learning to read, write and use numbers. 

 

 

The areas we consider in our Life Skills Curriculum are: 

 

• Emotional and Social (Mental Wealth, Social Skills & Relationships) 

• Personal Care 

• Understanding the World 

• Personal Safety 

 

  

Lifeskills 
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Personal Safety 

 
• I can describe some of the communities in 

which I am involved and describe how I 
collaborate with others positively. 
 

• I can describe ways technology can affect 
healthy sleep and can describe some of the 
issues. 

 

• I can describe the helpline services who can 
support me and what I would say and do if I 
needed their help (e.g. Childline). 

 

• I can explain why information that is on a 
large number of sites may still be inaccurate or 
untrue. I can assess how this might happen 
(e.g. the sharing of misinformation either by 
accident or on purpose). 
 

Social and Emotional Skills 

 
• I can make decisions based on what I think is 

right and wrong. (moral compass) 
 

• I understand the word resilient and show that 
I try my best.  

 

• I can take part in a debate, listen carefully to 
other opinions and explain my own opinion. 
 

• I can take responsibility for my behaviours and 
recognise the benefits and costs to me 
personally. 

Personal Care 

 
• I know when/if I might need to apply 

deodorant.  
 

• I can identify e.g. eczema, asthma, head lice, 
verrucas, starting my period etc. and how to 
deal with those situations. 

 

• I have some basic first aid awareness and 
know how to deal with a medical emergency. 
 

• I know what my mind/body needs in 
difference circumstances. (water, exercise 
etc.) 
 

 

Understanding the World 
 

 
• I am beginning to understand/take an interest 

in politics in our country. 
 

• I can name crimes that are against the law and 
can explain why they are wrong.  

 

• I have an understanding of current affairs and 
can engage in a conversation about them. 

 

• I can help prepare food for a meal.  

 


