
End of Year Framework         Subject:  History 

National Curriculum Aims 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:   

● know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives 
have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world   

● know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 
characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind   

● gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  
● understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives 
and analyses   

● understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

● gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national 
and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 
History Key Concepts 
 

 YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Chronology        

Interpretation and Reasoning        

Continuity and Change        

Significant Figures, Monarchy and Rulers        

Enquiry        

Local History        

Invasion, Conflict, Trade and settlement        

 
 



 Knowledge Skills Key Vocabulary 

EYFS ● I know the difference between the past and the 
present, recognising that different objects come 
from different times e.g. car, old vehicles, train - 
comparing similarities and differences.  

● I know some traditional songs and stories.  
● I understand different times in the day. I can use 

language such as today, yesterday, when I was little.   
● I know the key differences between my life and the 

lives of family members of different ages. 

● I can ask a question about the past using 
the correct tense. E.g. Why did that train 
have steam? 

● I can tell you things that are similar and 
different about the past and present day. 

● I can tell you about something that 
happened to me in the past, e.g. I had 
cereal for breakfast. Yesterday I went to 
the beach.  

● I can use a timeline.  
● I can recite a traditional story and sing a 

traditional song.  

today 
yesterday 
tomorrow 
the present 
the past 
the future 
day 
week 
month 
long ago 
old 
new/recent 
 

parent 
grand parent 
memory 
calendar 
Who? 
What? 
artefact 

Year 1 
 
Dinosaurs 

● I understand that we have a queen who rules us and 
that Britain has had a king or queen for many years. 

● I can appreciate that some famous people have 
helped our lives be better today, such as; Elizabeth I 
and Queen Victoria, Mary Anning. 
(Explorers - Christopher Columbus, Edith Cavell)  

● I can speak to people about their experiences of the 
past and how things have changed, such as 
transport, music, movies and toys.  

● I understand first hand experiences and eye witness 
accounts. 

● I can begin to identify the difference between a long 
time ago and a very long time ago. (Last 100/200 
years and millions of years ago). 

● I know why we have celebrations and why we 
started them.  

● I know what celebrations happen in our local area? 
(know significant historical events, people and 
places in their local area - key workers). 

● I have an understanding of chronology 
(using words such as first, next, then, 
before, after). 

● I can talk about things that happened 
when my parents were little - I can use a 
timeline.  

● I can order three objects in chronological 
order.   

● I can ask and answer questions about old 
and new artefacts. I can give a plausible 
explanation for what an item may have 
been used for in the past.  

● I can compare transport, toys and 
technology from now to the past. 

year 
decade 
century 
ancient 
modern 
long ago 
timeline 
date order 
similar 
different 
important 
detective 
opinion 
artefact 
What…? 
When…? 
Where…? 
 
 
 

Dinosaurs 
carnivore 
herbivore 
omnivore 
fossil 
bones 
eggs  
extinct  
Prehistoric 
Triassic 
Jurassic 
Mesozoic 
Paleozoic  
Cretaceous  

 
Now and Then 
simple 
mechanical 
inventions 
grandparents’ time 
the older generation 
memories 
drawing 
photograph 
camera 
living memory 
remembers 
1920s-2000’s 
toys 
music players 
materials 
wood 
plastic 
 
Explorers 
travel 



encounter 
impact 
significant 
brave 
pioneer 

Year 2 
 
Castles 
 
Great 
Fire of 
London 
 

● I appreciate that some famous people have helped 
our lives be better today, such as; Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale 

● (Explorers - Sir Frances Drake and Hernan Cortes) 
● I recognise the changes that I have witnessed in our 

local area and in Great Britain (Castles) (know 
significant historical events, people and places in 
their local area). 

● I understand that key events happened in History 
that I can’t remember but that they impacted what 
we do now.    Rosa Parks and Emily Davison 

● I know that Britain has had a queen for many years 
and I recognise other queens we have had in our 
history (Great Britain). 

● I can recount some interesting facts from a 
historical event, such as where the fire of London 
started. Great Fire of London. Samuel Pepys  

● I can use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, 
‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; 
in their historical  learning. 

● I can sequence a set of events in 
chronological order and give reasons for 
their order: Great fire of London, Explorers 
of the New worlds.  

● I can answer questions by using a specific 
source, such as an information book. 

● I can research about a famous event that 
happens in Britain and why it has been 
happening for some time. 

● I can use research skills to explain how my 
local area was different in the past - 
Through evidence such as photographic, 
maps and newspaper reports. 

● I can make ‘Now and Then’ comparisons of 
our local area. 

anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period 
investigate 
research 
evidence 
Why…? 
historians 
experts 
opinion 
artefact 
What…? 
When…? 
Where…? 
after 
past 
present 
then 
now 
 

The Great Fire of London 
Samuel Pepys 
diary 
explorers 
travel 
encounter 
impact 
significant 
brave 
pioneer 
America 
 
Castles 
battlement 
turrets 
tower 
gatehouse 
dungeon 
moat 
portcullis 
arrow 
loop 
keep 
drawbridge 
barbican 
buttress 
defence 
attack 

Year 3 
 
Stone 
Age 
(3000 
BC) and 
Iron Age 
(750 BC) 
 
Ancient 
Egypt 
(3100 
BC) 
 

● I can recognise changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age. 
(Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, 
for example, Skara Brae,  Bronze Age religion, 
technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge,  
Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and 
culture). 

● I can begin to picture what life would have been like 
in Ancient Egypt.  
(the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China). 

● I can begin to picture what life would have been like 
in Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 

● I can describe events and periods using BC 
and AD, century, ancient and prehistoric. 

● I can use a timeline to order specific dates 
in history.  

● I can use two sources to piece together 
information about periods in history. 

● I can research similarities and differences 
between given periods. 

letters 
newspapers 
websites 
detective 
anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era) 
C.E (The Common Era) 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) 
millennium 
thousands of years 
archaeologist 
archaeology 
sources 
importance 
significance 
legacy 
impact 

Stone Age - Iron Age 
Neolithic 
Bronze Age 
Skara Brae 
hunter-gatherer 
religion 
spirits 
Stonehenge 
hill forts 
sacrifice 
 
Ancient Egypt 
Ancient Egyptians 
The Nile 
first civilisations 
North Africa 
flood 
fertile 
agriculture 
tomb 



Ancient 
Greece 
(700 BC) 

achievements and their influence on the western 
world. 

● I can suggest why certain events happened as they 
did in history.  

● I recognise that our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from different sources of evidence.  

● I can choose parts of stories to gather an idea of 
significant people/rulers and events.  

● I recognise the impact history from these periods 
has had on our local area.  

effects 
reason 
change 
continuity 
this suggests… 
may be 
perhaps 
could be 
Evidence 

Pharaoh 
pyramid 
Tutankhamun 
 
Ancient Greece  
Sparta 
Athens 
culture 
achievements 
legacy 
democracy 
impact 
effects 
consequences 
gods/goddesses 

Year 4 
 
Romans 
(43 BC) 
 
Anglo 
Saxons 
(AD 450) 
and 
Scots 
 
 
 

 

● I recognise key facts about the Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain. 
(Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC,  the 
Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army,  
successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, 
including Hadrian’s Wall,  British resistance, for 
example, Boudica,  ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites 
such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, 
culture and beliefs, including early Christianity) 

● I know key facts about Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 
(Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and 
the fall of the western Roman Empire, Scots 
invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now 
Scotland), Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and 
kingdoms: place names and village life, Anglo-Saxon 
art and culture, Christian conversion – Canterbury, 
Iona and Lindisfarne). 

● I can use dates and historical terms when ordering 
events and objects on a timeline. 

● I identify where people and events fit into a 
chronological framework. 

● I recognise what happened as a result of events that 
happened a long time ago around the world and 
locally.  

● I can select and organise relevant information to 
present in a range of ways. 

● I can note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms. 

● I can construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information. 

● I can describe and compare characteristics, 
features and achievements of the earliest 
civilisations. 

● I offer a reasonable explanation for some 
events.  

● I can use sources to address historically 
valid questions and hypotheses. 

● I am beginning to evaluate the usefulness 
of different sources.  

anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era) 
C.E (The Common Era) 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) 
millennium 
thousands of years 
change 
continuity 
cause/s 
infer 
suggest 
My conclusion is that…. 
historian 
archaeologist 
archaeology 
first hand evidence 
second hand evidence 
 
 

Romans and Celts 
Boudicca 
Romans 
invasion 
civilisation 
Emperor 
Caesar 
republic 
empire 
army/soldiers 
resistance 
conquest 
revolt 
outpost 
colony 
 
Anglo Saxons and Scots 
invasions 
kingdoms 
settlements 
conversion 
Christianity 
reputation 
raids 
resistance 
Danegeld 
 
 
 

Year 5 

 

● I know key facts about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor. 

● I have constructed responses to historical 
questions, explaining the things that have 

anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era) 

Vikings 
Heathen 
pillage 
raid 



Vikings 
(AD 793) 
 
Mayans 
(AD 900) 
 
Tudors 
(AD 
1485) 

(Viking raids and invasion,  resistance by Alfred the 
Great and Athelstan, first king of England,  further 
Viking invasions and Danegeld,  Anglo-Saxon laws 
and justice,  Edward the Confessor and his death in 
1066) 

● I can begin to picture what life would have been like 
in a non-European society that provides contrasts 
with British history – Mayan civilization c. AD 900. 

● I use dates and historical terms in their work to 
sequence events and periods in time.  

● I can draw a timeline with different time periods 
outlined which show different information, such as 
periods of history, places and when famous people 
lived. 

● I can use my mathematical skills to work exact time 
scales, discussing short term and long term time 
scales. 

● I can study different aspects of different people - e.g 
difference between men and women in a historical 
context.  

● I can examine how different cultures have impacted 
and influenced different civilisations and what we 
have learned from successes and mistakes from the 
past. 

● I can compare and contrast early and late stages in a 
studied period.  

changed and the things which have stayed 
the same. 

● I can examine causes and results of great 
events and the impact of these.  

● I use a wider range of sources to answer 
questions and test hypotheses.  

● I can evaluate primary and secondary 
sources and make simple inferences, 
comparing accounts from fact or fiction.  

● I can discuss and debate historical issues. 

C.E (The Common Era) 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) 
millennium 
thousands of years 
this source suggests that… 
this source doesn’t show that… 
reliable 
could have been… 
might have been… 
may be 
impact 
effects 
consequences 
legacy 
significance 
impression 
change 
continuity 
cause/s 
infer 
suggest 
My conclusion is that…. 
historian 
archaeologist 
archaeology 
to weigh up both sides 
on one hand 
however 
different experiences 
primary evidence 
secondary evidence 
eye witness 

 

plunder 
sea-farer 
slave  
oar 
norsemen 
invader 
dane 
conquest 
 
The Ancient Maya 
Central America 
Mexico 
empire 
city-state 
astrology 
astronomy 
codex 
excavate 
cenote 
pok-ol-pok 
stele 
 
The Tudors 
nation 
monarchy 
execution 
extent of change… 
extent of continuity… 
turning point 
The Tudors 
The Pope 
The Break with Rome 
Roman Catholic 
Protestant 
divorce 
male heir 
The Reformation 
monasteries 

Year 6 
 
Victorians 

(1837) 
 
WW1 
(1914) 
and 
WW2 
(1939) 

● I use key knowledge of a local history study. 
(a study over time tracing how several aspects of 
national history are reflected in the locality (this can 
go beyond 1066),  a study of an aspect of history or 
a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 
significant in the locality). 

● I can demonstrate knowledge of a key theme or 
aspect in British History that extends their 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 
(the changing power of monarchs using case studies 
such as John, Anne and Victoria,  changes in an 
aspect of social history, such as crime and 

● I analyse, link and contrast within and 
across different periods of time, including 
short and long term scales.  

● I recognise primary and secondary 
sources.   

● I can use a range of sources to find out 
about an aspect of time past.   

● I suggest omissions and the means of 
finding out.   

● I can bring knowledge gathered from 
several sources together in a fluent 
account. 

anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period 
B.C.E (Before the Common Era) 
C.E (The Common Era) 
B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) 
millennium 
thousands of years 
traditional view 
attitudes 
variety of sources 
different experiences 
this source suggests that.. 
I can infer that… 

Victorians 
The Industrial Revolution 
child labour 
mills/factories 
reformers 
legislation 
slums 
epidemics 
represent 
Native Americans 
culture 
stereotype 
diversity 
 
WW1 and WW2 



punishment from the Anglo-Saxons to the present 
or leisure and entertainment in the 20th Century, 
the legacy of Greek or Roman culture (art, 
architecture or literature) on later periods in British 
history, including the present day, a significant 
turning point in British history, for example, the first 
railways or the Battle of Britain). Themed unit could 
be Tyranny, Trade, Power, Crime and Punishment. 

● I use dates and a wide range of historical terms in 
my work to sequence events and periods in time.  

● I develop a secure knowledge of the events and 
periods of time I have studied throughout school.  

● I examine and compare different beliefs, behaviours 
and characteristics of people, recognising that not 
everyone shares the same opinion.  

● I recognise that some events, people and changes 
are judged as more significant than others.  

● I regularly address and devise historically valid 
questions and hypotheses.  

● I can discuss and debate historical issues, 
using contrasting evidence and opinions.  

● I can use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing and explaining historical events.  

● I choose the best way to communicate 
different historical findings. 

impression 
the source omits to mention… 
the purpose …. 
reliability 
propaganda 
one sided 
biased 
motive 
mistake 
primary evidence 
eye witness 
Secondary evidence 
could have been 
might have been 
this source suggests that… 
this source doesn’t show that… 
reliable 
could have been… 
might have been… 
may be 
impact 
effects 
consequences 
legacy 
significance 
cause/s 
change 
continuity 
extent of continuity 
extent of change 
My conclusion is that… 
historian 
archaeologist 
archaeology 

20th century 
World War I 
World War II 
trench war 
recruit 
alliance 
Blitz 
Home Front 
morale 
democracy 
Parliament 
vote 
suffrage 
Houses of Parliament 
 

 

Significant Individuals, Monarchy and Rulers 

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

The current monarch Elizabeth l 
Queen Victoria 
Mary Anning 
Christopher Columbus 
Edith Cavell 

King and Queens of the 
past. 
Florence NIghtingale  
Mary Seacole 
Rosa Parks 
Emily Davison 
Sir Frances Drake 
Hernan Cortes 

Tutankhamun  
Alexander the Great 
Socrates 
Aristotle 

Julias Caesar 
Boudicca 
Alfred the Great 
Athelstan 
Edward the Confessor 
 

Cnut the Great 
Henry Vlll 
 
 
 

Charles Dickens 
Winston Churchill 
Queen Victoria 
Anne Frank 
Hitler 
Starling 
 

 


