
End of Year Framework         Subject:  French 

National Curriculum Aims: 
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

● understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

● speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

● can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

● discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

 
French Key Concepts 
 

 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Speaking and listening     

Reading     

Writing and Grammar     

Intercultural understanding     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Knowledge Skills Mechanics: 

Year 3 
 
Family 
 
Colours and 
numbers 
 
Body parts 
 
Animals 
 
Food 
 
School 

 

● Memorise core vocabulary and phrases in French, 
particularly transferable vocabulary such as 
sentence starters and question openers. 

● Know that French letters have different phonetic 
pronunciations when compared with English 
letters, notice the differences in pronunciation and 
practice these regularly. 

● Recognise a map of France and some of its key 
tourist destinations. 

● Identify some francophone countries, comparing 
and contrasting similarities and differences 
between those countries. 

 

● Say simple words and phrases from 
memory, pronouncing articles correctly, 
to speak about themselves with 
increasing confidence, mimicking 
intonation and accent from listening 
tasks. 

● Recognise simple intonation, adjectives 
and negatives in spoken French. Identify 
key phonemes in French that are new to 
them and incorporate this into their 
knowledge of spelling and reading 
French. 

● c = c k q qu 
● ch = sh 
● e 
● o ô au eau 
● ay = e è ê ei ai a aî 
● s = s ss c ç 
● g = j 
● g = gu 
● r = r rr 
● a = a â à 
● oi = wah 
● ien = njah 
● z = s (between vowels) s x (before a word 

starting with a vowel) 
● an am en em 
● u û 
- Learn adjective and noun placement 
- Notice some plural nouns 
- Learn ‘ne and pas’ verb placement 

Year 4 
 
Playtime 

 
My home 

 
My Town 

 
Describing 
people 

 
The body 

 
Sport 

● Build a working knowledge of French phonics and 
apply this to reading and writing new and 
unfamiliar words with greater accuracy. 

● Confidently use simple first person present tense 
verbs, noticing when verbs are in the first or third 
person. 

● Know some key celebrations in the French 
calendar and compare them with my own. 

 

● Listen for increased periods of time in 
the target language.  Identify key words 
in a series of sentences when the target 
language is spoken at a faster rate and 
notice patterns and changes in the way 
French is spoken. 

● Build and recite full sentences from 
memory using increasingly accurate 
pronunciation. These sentences can be 
used to express their own opinions and 
ask for those of others and should 
include the use of the target language at 
other opportunities in the school day. 

● Explore the patterns and sounds of 
language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of 
words. 

● Appreciate stories, songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language. 

● Describe people, places, things and 
actions orally. 

● t = t tt th 
● gn 
● ou = w 
● i (before vowel) = y il ill ll 
● oo = ou oû où 
● on = on om 
● e = é er ez es et 
● on om 
● eu œœu 
● i y  
● o ô au eau 
● ay = e è ê ei ai a aî 
- Learn some first and third person verbs 
- Use of ‘ne pas’ revision 
- Know basic noun plurals 
- Recognise subject pronouns 



Year 5 
 
On holiday 

 
Eating out 
 
Hobbies 
 
A school trip 
 
Seasons 
 
The 
environment 

 

Year beginning 2022-2023: 
● Know how to conjugate and use the simple past 

tense in the first and third person singular. 
eg: I saw, I went and it had. 

● Use some simple sentence structures with 
increasing confidence that differ from English 
sentence structures in writing. 

● Know some of the key figures in French history 
who made an impact on France, studying different 
men and women from the past. 
 

 

● Understand unfamiliar language in 
context when someone else is speaking, 
including noticing the difference 
between determiners, recognising that 
nouns have irregular plurals and 
adjectives’ endings often change to 
match the noun they are describing.  

● Read unfamiliar words and phrases with 
greater accuracy and join in with 
conversations using complex sentences.  
Build the confidence to read aloud 
clearly with expression.  

● Develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using 
familiar words and phrases. 

● in im ain aim ein eim yn ym 
● i y î 
● o ô au eau 
● ay = e è ê ei ai a aî 
● i (before vowel) = y il ill ll 
● oo = ou oû où 
- Use the correct article to match the gender of a 

noun. eg: mon/ma/mes, le/la/les 
- Nouns with irregular plurals 
- Revision of first and third person verbs 

Year 6 
 
Actions 

 
In France 
 
Family 
 
Hanging out 
with friends 
 
The future 
 
Jobs 

 

Year beginning 2023-2024: 
● Learn how to conjugate and use the 2nd person 

singular (you) with basic present tense verbs and 
apply this by adapting questions to suit an informal 
conversation with a friend. 

● Understand how to build the immediate future 
tense in first, second and third person, applying 
knowledge of verb infinitives and conjugation of 
the present tense. 

● Talk about the impact world war I and II had on 
France, studying the collaboration and the 
resistance. 

 

● Identify and understand the main points 
of short spoken passages, identifying 
complex phrases and sentences 
including the use of ‘vous’ for both 
plural and formal situations. 

● Use the structure of familiar French 
sentences to build new ones using the 
same model in speech, in paired and in 
group work to demonstrate a clear 
recognition and use of irregular verbs as 
well as the use of simple past and future 
tenses. Demonstrate this knowledge 
through prepared talks and short 
presentations which show accurate 
pronunciation and intonation. 

● Engage in conversations; ask and answer 
questions; express opinions and respond 
to those of others; seek clarification and 
help. 

● Write phrases from memory, and adapt 
these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly. 

● Describe people, places, things and 
actions in writing. 

- Use articles confidently and accurately, including 
plurals: vous, nous, ils, elles. 

- Use nouns in singular and plural form 
- Conjugate basic verbs and some irregular verbs 
- Identify the future tense 
- Recognise the past tense 

 


